Free reading practice with pinyin and audio:
literatelanguages.com/chinese/reading-comprehension/hsk-4/

(%%} Literate Chinese

HSK 4 Reading Comprehension Exercises: Worksheet

12 passages - 36 questions - Simplified Chinese - answer key on the last pages

Name: Date: Score: / 36

Instructions

1. Read each passage without looking anything up. Use the Word help list only for words that block the
meaning.

2. Circle the letter of the best answer to each question.

3. Check your answers in the key at the end, then reread the passage. Online, the same passages have
pinyin, translations and tap-to-define: literatelanguages.com/chinese/reading-comprehension/hsk-4/

€ Lil Jon Takes the Bus 6 characters

TEASZ Y, "L “AEN, Jjedgr 7

NI Ao LT

ARSI E S i AR T

NI Ao LT

AL A NG TN TR T A

NI TR RO

fliid: U, B KAabR NN T A Ml T LT

WORD HELP

JNAJE xido yué han Lil Jon; John as a child) 5 wai xiao smile; to smile
Hi 7R chi shi to show; to display M ya kuai happy; cheerful
H & chong fu to repeat; to duplicate 5 zhui to wish; to pray for

1 EAREY;, FPLR/NE A2

A) “DRRFE? 7 B) ‘Az 7 c) “Bmft o F?
2. FIML— L] 7 LKA B

A) —IK B) MK c) =k



3. /NI R TAbHYZR DL, mIAUE A4
A) MRHE B PR 17
B) flt X AZ MM E ST ] T — K.
c) it/ T %

@ Finding a Way 108 characters

INERTRIRIR , &k B O 2w

ftbh s EFTIFHER . FREVIREHEAE. A : “WFZ P RE. " TR
SRV TR A A
TEHSAE LS . XA, WA SRS, EERXNH. ~
RoeIE, MRBERUEAEN . BRI T, Hak, B TR

Lo
) Y= Ry SOV e =
NFRA T — R, O BIERR A%,
WORD HELP
/N xido gud Xiao Guo AN%Z bl an uneasy; disturbed
— 1%, yTkdu qi in one go; at one stretch VRWFI shén hi X7 to take a deep breath
FAT soéng le relieved; loosened gF‘ ke hu client; customer

1 N2 5 5 A

A) BN PO AR

B) LML P S

o) BMHIAHISCIFRHE T . MABLL S T i
2. AT T NSRBI LU . 3 T 42

&) “FUAMD. 7 B) " AR EIET . 7 o) “WEIRE PR, 7
8. BRI . NIBL BSEA B AR ?

A) AR IR0, A 2B T

B) it T 114, IR %

o) MR, ABHTAET



e The Fox and the Grapes 185 characters

—ANRME R, MR E. BEEEE, BARRABDAE—
IR E . LI R R R AR |

T, XSHEERREM | TR ER UK. BERBILY, iz
b B ERRS T, EREE,

TEARS, Mk 7T ILIR, AT BREHE—RR. KA,
TEHE b B

XIS, MHEAGLE TREME, RIRSCEMEDR: 7 | X
B, R | A AERZE

Bise, EHLRE T
HE: AEANEAIEENRNEN, SFREECHEAFTRE.

ﬁ
N
i

F o\

HEL

B

WORD HELP

%1 25 pu tao téng grapevine (botany) PH ha li fox

2B EE 71 ying ying sparkling purple 145 chan de so greedy that
AR, bu fu qi indignant; unwilling to concede 17K kéu shui saliva

1IN H A BT M 2 i ?

A) BB, BBk T LRSI E]

B) Hi% LB, KR T .

C) ‘EHILAERIZH 4 -
2. PR o BT I, B X e 4 AR

A) BEKREM, REFIZ. B) HEILBA, BT E AT, C) KT . BIRHERKIZ
3. XAMHCEH R 47

A) TEAREERT . ERERREIF ML

B) BRI HE#EIRE ., AEENZ.

c) ALANBAZBEERARN, MEHEHCAETRE.



o The Sky-Fearing Man of Qi 190 characters

MAMALLET, RREANARKIGEE K. MBIARRBETRITK
KIEhmo GiRIZAGFHERNE , L E A ERIE 4R B BRI X35 RHE”

FR—ZHF T, KER: "RAERRSHNUE, #REER L
JBo TibANTEL: BN R HAL, RARS TR TR E AN A
RKRHE b, AR READER SRIE AR LE AL oAl e 2
PHOH A

PAERATRH AR A E A WAL E, B RHR
HOHCREH T .

R, PRAT LA A CRIAT DR, S i R

WORD HELP

FEAMEE qi rén you tian like the man of who feared the BH ELELAE ha sTluan xiang to let one's imagination run
sky would... wild

A2 qi Qi, a Zhou Dynasty vassal state HE Ji# ya bidn to squash; to crush flat

BEAR IIE huang ran da wi to suddenly realize LB} di fang to guard against

TACE AR RAO 42

A) REFRRIET R B) flrh) 5 KIH T o C) SBJEAEUAL -
2. & Il 42

A) KRB &30 T Ko

B) EAISLHAL, MASASIT R

) PLZIEN AN FE KX
3. AT AR N LIS AR ?

A) BERIGKFRIIN

B) FidF RN

C) AN REL A FH O

o



e The Impatient Farmer 251 characters

MHTEAN KB i RERE S hadH BN K. —
K, MR 7 Ak, ISR LR . K, K
BT A BB BTG SE 1o JROR, R BOEHIMEE T e

KERILTFBE MM . b Jr AR TEY T R A BE KR K
RETHHT: MEARKER. BEEHRAME. MBLUE, fhE
Bbp TR, T OH IR . BORIR SRR T AR B

“PORTBN T S BRI A bR, I EA A K. A BIERE
—AEARBSE. MEERRR NRRO R, M T ER . BUE A K
EEZTRE, RImEFEEFR.

ZIMERRK, BGEFFIRKRSAH IR KK Wb IR

A1)

#2o

WORD HELP

PHT B K ba mido zhu zhang to spoil things through P ba to pull out; to extract
excessive enthusiasm H] mido sprout; seedling
BT ji yu qid chéng anxious for quick results B hui to destroy; to ruin
(idiom)

iﬂi bao to announce; to report

P yang mido seedling , .
%I‘ EIHI bu xi ban cram class; cram school

1R RO 2 0B Bk e

A) HRFETRZ T . B) R A B B K& o C) A A fth EE R A B SR
2. TR, MEEAMET?
A) FRAFRAR A o B) #IFFAE T o C) #AEFE T o

3. BIMARKR Z AP PR R B K”, BB 47
A) BRI, S FRHEFEIR.
B) b HERT DI PR AE LT o
C) Z%TMi%% LAk U,



G The Princess and the Pea 263 characters

Miai, BA—MEFEE—NVEEHNAT. = NMFREWE L, £5
ITORBRERETTE. Z2E T, BR—MEEEN L&, il
HORZEIERNAT, HRMEmE—M.

JEEHEB TAERE. WAERR LT —RBE. REHok &
EV%W@ﬂ TRV, iE AR B
HoRE L, ERR: PEMEEGE S

A IR - ﬁ% A RGeS T AR R VU A 1T
S | F, T LA RER !
JFSZIR T THAREIENA EA XX AWM, ST T =
RE LR 7
E Em s R AT ER B A E L TRk, BRI AL
AN ELE TS, ARRLEE gl T e |

BEE: HEIEMRRZ AL, FEAEMTE R T

WORD HELP

i 5. wan dou pea (Pisum sativum) 1+ jiao nen tender and lovely
Y5 yU ging bruise; contusion B & yu yi moral (of a story)

& gé (of sth hard or rough) to press against... A xi wei tiny; minute

PR chuang dian mattress £ réu to rub; to knead

1. LZAT LB I M ?
A) A ANE—H T KW
B) B it Se A - A B AR P A
c) A RHKHE T

2. FJa It a1F ki b —krsi=.?
A) WhARANE LR R EIER A
B) AR L Lo R B AT A
C) MAERX AN L%, MibiE



3. XAV E B A7
A) TRFHIIE LA
B) MESE A M oA B R LA B AR
C) HAENFHI AV . AEAERCTE e 40 Gl i b7y

0 The Lion and the Mouse 265 characters

R, ~mm%rﬁwiﬁﬁo%%,~D¢%ﬁ$»@@ﬂ?
PITE b BPTHOOMT . AN, RUNET 2R B T
P | I

BRIFELS A SRR TR

REAM, R

AR TR RS LR

PHFUT TIRIARSE: YRk /. REHRAT A7 "B AL,
RFE R TIT . M T E.

A TILR . Wi A/NOIPE T8 N BRI FEPE . #—5Kk KW 2% X 2
. B, HEAMEATHEK,

X, ANERWTE TR . ERRREER, AR AR
WET T o DT AR T !

ERAIF3: RE, R ARG R
“ENE NS RERY bR,
Wi~F SCHR BRSO, M A INE 35/ NI T

WORD HELP

TEBY jing gan to have the audacity to J& N\ lié rén hunter

% #$} fa dou to tremble; to shiver FeBIE xian jing pitfall; snare

2 bao da to repay; to requite gifE chan zhl to entangle; to wrap around

JKF zhua zi (animal's) claw PFAF pin ming to do one's utmost



L R 7 [ e s
A) FIERA/NOHEIE S b, SEEWE T
B) OO RIZ T ERAR T
C) FIMRE NATIL T E MESE

2. ZRAEABITH?
A) ERE ARFFT
B) B I — s — e 7K
c) ‘EBkBEREBE. JEIITBL Tk

3. XA HEREAUT 42
A) /NBIIASBERS KA
B) Wil 1A I TE AR HLE 5
c) B ss NA AL REE KA

@ chang'e Flies to the Moon 270 characters

RALLHET, R EZRWHILA K | KA EGE M, A3 Ry
AER. MEFFRERABRDE, S TR RE— T REA
] o

KRB iha R—KAESES, w: T2 TNEaesAal 7

JE R R G T TR E . T2, IME RS .

— KW b, EFECRERAATE, 2BTIrh#ET: P2k | T
o AR, MEAE T TE ! =R, S FARN 7R, 8
o BmETRE TWIENH 5 b

JFERBREGOW Y, BMEEEH . eI AR
W, R SE. AATEE, WS LA AT B B R 2 .
AT BRI AR AB Y A BN o

HET AN TRIFERN, AT B A, R,
FIFHICICh B A e — R 5



WORD HELP

I I I s6u sou sou the sound of something moving
swiftly

J& 2R Hou Yi Houyi, mythological Chinese archer

whose...
¥k Chang E Chang'e

1T RF RS T IAKIH?

A A i zhong sheng zhi quick witted in an
emergency
5 &F gong jian bow and arrow

A\ JH] rén jian the human world
J¥Ail chéng xian (Taoism) to become an immortal

%52 Péng Méng Peng Meng

A) PO HANKIHIE R HUER B . A3 AL S

B) Aot B A B KA A2y
) H#E SR A FH

2. Ot ez Ay 7R A
A) B E AR Al
B) RIOU#ESE2 1404, arp AR
) WoJEF itz

3. MMk REIH R LR, R T4
A) iz TAlZy, T AR
B) fhE kS, AZiiE 1 Ik
) oAl 7. A A 5%



O The Shield and the Spear 273 characters

RAVIHT, FEH EAT 2 N 7K, fhiETg B LR
[

S — T RJE R, KRAEXRER: TRRPORE | TG 2 i
A EREER, AR AZTE !

A, MR ZRT, BREMN: TREERE | KT 2
R EREME, NE 2R EHRER 2 7

P2 R NG i SO L R (1B 2 G RE R i = o Rl i D B iy R
RIEFE R JER, S&E2HR? 7

RALE NI T LUR . KBS 2 m 2, B o ) P4 35 A A RE [a]
J%T o

il U LA 58 AN H iR

AR NVHBGE BT E"RIZE —A NS 250 F a5 7
J&, HCRECHR,

BN, NERRMAN: [ RETEAIFE . | TR B %
PSRRI AL o OB I I TR i O 5 45—

>t

WORD HELP

HHHF J& zi xiang mao dun to contradict oneself IR [ jian gu firm; sturdy

—THI yT mian one side; one aspect JUE )ik gan ga awkward; embarrassed
R feng | sharp (e.g. knife blade) J%iE chéng yu idiom; set expression
FEF Wi gi weapon; arms MR chong t conflict; to clash

1. BB JE R P B Ak
A) JERARMER ., KPR
B) JEMUT AHAAGE, KA AHRER 5.
C) JEMFI I T o



2. A AT NBAS SR ?
A) BB NESEABIIA Y .
B) OO 1R TRAEMREL .
C) PRI Ay fthFA) WA 40 335 AN T B[] IS BT o

3. NIRRT A
A) PNEUERE, TR EERBHRR.
B) NER KA.
C) INEREXNCLAM., WwERLEt.

@ The Painter and the Horse-Tiger 290 characters

LN T = VAT SN 1K1 TR 7/

AR, MIEEE—HZRE, mE—RayR R, A Ak M m— DL
Lo XAV 5% AN AR EHT I, gt A R OR IR S B BN T B R B e R
T T X SR B S SR R

Jaok . AbHYIL - B R E AR A R s R . K,
JLFERANEE] 7 — HEIERER, DAY, 85 RYPCE R 1o

R AEH G ME, I UR AT S S R M A AR R
TEH, AlgEa R E AR,

“H O R X AMA R B R MR A SEANAE, A
LR R L. flan, A NBEIRS RFIRE AR, RATRE
=il “HHREE, BEARGFEARE. "HERRSTREASNE,
HAW B A o XARIETRBERAT], WS A REREE . 50l B8 & ok

ANIFHJE R o

WORD HELP

i ti zi hoof A& HE g4o bu ging chu to be unable to understand
A& shi td to attempt; to try clearly

BYAP yé wai countryside M HI cong gian in the past; once upon a time

J3E chéng yu idiom; set expression B shan chang to be good at; to excel in

—PL yi pi one horse



1. B Z AT 2 TEE FE BN T S H e

A) PRI ftbd 3 W o B) B At JL - A X A C) B Ay e A A8 E T 1 — 1 o
2. W)L FIB B HAZ RN, L4 T4

A) LI EIRRE S, SR T

B) LRI T K.

C) fFrEERMEK T

3. BUE AT B H R 42
A) 1 ] 145 A8 AR
B) M ANE, 8 FE Bk
c) — M ARERI

m Cao Cao and the Plum Trees 318 characters

WRAVIHT, FEFREA R AAREEER. A 4FEER, EHHW
ELEEE R XA TR M. KREIEFERZL, KEH A X E X
R, BB T

WA B L ATR BT . AE AT R . R
R MRRE ATk, AREER: TRFO | IR A A Ry
HEAk, BERKH T HEFRBRAE T F3A2 TR, BaEnz® iR X
EZRN: 1L e

LW, SLZBRARIRZ I HIRE, BERAAERAK, R
Pt 1T g . MRS HE 7oA D, Bl d e 7. HS, /iR
BTN BoJm . AR 2035 H A

BUE, ANTRDEE BRI RIB A — A Nl G S I i S ok
ZRIBAC, IR IEB R A

fan, A4S AR RAN, SBRE R
AR XML R &7 IR —28, BARIAE S, (HihCEre S
13871



WORD HELP

B c4o cao Cao Cao

— K yTda pian A large piece; a vast expanse
17K kdu shui saliva

B 1118 wang méi zhi ké to quench one's thirst by
thinking of plums

1. AR AR A
A) BRI T KEH LB R
8) B AL T KM T«
o) Wk EAMEHA.
2. WAL T f 4 0pik?
&) ik T TR
B) b4t R H k.

J4 % jiang jun general
£ shi bing soldier
7)&53 jian ruo to weaken; to diminish

HEFK méi lin plum grove; Merlin

C) LA HIAT — KA HEMK, IR RFABRIRERHIME T

3. "B LR RAT A RS
A) RIS SEHF R FRHRZRIA C.
B) MZHE Al ILE AN AN -
C) AR HY i B2 WK o



@ The Little Mermaid 349 characters

WA E — i ANE N, M BT NSRBI TSR
AR, WA TUERIEE , BN B E IR AR, NEANA
— RSt =R Tt !

AR, BNFRT DT, EFibEE. NEN AP it
B, MIERERA R, BEA AR EFAEHF

TR MR, W R SR |
BE—PHBERTETIR Fo MR EFARIR, RS | "/NENA
HipL AR N K, BEARTHR, HEERARE. EFEAI T,
fml 7R . BRAR/NE N BB SRR A RIE, TSR E. £F
Pi: R GROE RIS 0% | B I ZERN SR E S EEEIE T

BEALARMGE , MHAEMTHK LS T —4J]: "R T EF, ibMsmiFEEsR
R b, RREEAS EISE NfA, TE X TRENAERT] - JEE S EE K
M, HOBENIRIE . RFATHER, My S ARAERIR, 4007 02 i
FFEE: B RIMRE R T REWE R, ZHFE, SAKE
MR ~

WORD HELP

MR wii pd witch; sorceress HEA jiao shi reef

FHABE zU mu father's mother LYK pao mo foam; bubble

HAR ying jun handsome Bii#} chan dou to shudder; to tremble or shake
PFy pin ming to do one's utmost ‘B Bt gong dian a palace

1 NSNS AR AR AR L

A) gt AR T 2R R B) POt A8 F UL 2 £ c) gt 2
2. B FAKLUG, NENBEAT?

A) IR AR AL TR, AR AL AN T

B) i By AR AR T IRIR

C) b AR A B A Wy



3. WEALARIE . RN AT K i
A) PR O AR A X AR B) Bt E+& W) c) Mt AERET



Answer key

Each answer with the line of the passage it comes from.

Q

11

1.2

1.3

2.1

2.2

23

3.1

3.2

3.3

4.1

4.2

4.3

5.1

5.2

5.3

Answer

i "

=R

oG e B — KM

Pel”

BRI A B S R T
fl A L% B B

T

fltks 7 — 1, HESE
RN

WHEENR, BBk THIL

FLNGABI B AR
P, Rt A O AER
Eo

RETIRIT Ko

ENSLHAL, AR
R

AT RE & AR R SR O Y
Ao

P Ay s Ay BB R RS G
o

#AEBE T

TR, B
7

From the passage

AL A, SeAe 7

The driver asked, "Do you have your ticket, sir?"

FINL il A R

The driver asked again, "Do you have your ticket?"

i : “DFE, P — R 17

He said, "Alright, have a nice day!"

MAERBPF LS - RN, KA BSCIEREET . WEXAH.

He writes, “Sorry, | sent the wrong file earlier. Please see this new one.”

ERWTT . SRSk, B TR T

The boss listens, nods, and says, “Be careful next time.”

ANERRA T — AR, RO BB AR AR
Xiao Guo sighs in relief, but still feels uneasy inside.

WHIEERE T, BRBE.
but the grapevine was too high, and it couldn’t reach.

WE XSO E IR, RIS A !
“Hmph! These grapes are definitely not ripe yet; they must be terribly sour!”

HE: AUARAREERRN, SEREE CHIAERE.
The moral is: When some people can't get what they want, they pretend they don't
actually like it.

(RIEPNAT S L NP3 AW S T

He feared the sky might suddenly fall and crush everyone.

flAh B : “ENSR LA, WMARS YIRS, 7

He added, 'They each hold their place and certainly won’t just collapse.'

ML, NIRRT “READE R AR TE AL AL AT RE A O A
From then on, people used 'Qi ren you tian' to describe those who worry needlessly
about impossible matters.

i A B LR DS K

He hoped that the seedlings in the field would grow taller quickly.

HIR, AT IR A SE T

The next day, he discovered that all the seedlings had withered and died.

BAERPRIEE TR, TSI
Nowadays it is used to describe being too eager for quick success and spoiling things
instead.



6.1

6.2

6.3

71

7.2

7.3

8.1

8.2

8.3

9.1

9.2

9.3

Answer

B At se 43 A 2 BE AR P
T

AR LA LR
A

FAEFFRIHIARPY , AR
TER AR LT

B A A NG 2 E 5
o LYo

BRI Y m— i T
K

RV 555 /N A A AL RERE L
KAt

B A AR BB K i
B, AR A <
B AE A T A2
AR

itk T, A

Hze

JER 2R, K
2 #RRER ZF o

BRI Ay b 4T 0 3 A T
I AT o

NKEUEEE, TR —H
SEARBEARR o

10.1 C PGt A AR EHT i — i o

From the passage

LHARE RV R, T REEG AT AR VRET , BRI
I EE, RYE LRARER !

The girl rubbed her eyes and said, 'The bed was very soft, but | kept feeling something
hard pressing against my back, and | couldn't sleep all night! Look, there are bruises on
my back!'

WAERAR FC T —Rigi ., SRRk = R R R R ER R gpk . ik
ML R -

She placed a pea on the bedboard, then brought twenty thick mattresses and twenty
down quilts, and let the girl sleep on top.

R HIERSRRIZ AL, LR A T .

Moral: True uniqueness often lies in the smallest details.

Wpanbig 7, JER AR, —EIUETRE, Ul REHEETHIR | B
!

The lion was woken up and very angry. He grabbed the mouse and said, 'How dare you
disturb me! I'm going to eat you!'

ERER MR, A s R T
It quickly ran over and bit through the net bit by bit.

B NS RERE B,

‘Even small animals can be of great help.'

R HERF M. AR AT <o

The earth was scorched and smoking, and people were so hot they couldn't breathe.

RSP AR, JUEAE T T !

In a moment of desperation, Chang'e grabbed the pill and swallowed it!

JEFRE RGO T RREEE A 5.

When Houyi returned home, he was heartbroken and gazed at the moon every night.

g — TR AR, KAENRRD: TREWKRE | RAFHR A BRI
B, AT ZRPHER A ZEE |

He picked up a large shield and loudly said to everyone: "Everyone, come quickly and
see! My shield is the strongest in the world; nothing can pierce it!"

RS VAN T =S N <1 1= o7 [ < v o R o T e N = A T D A A
After hearing this, the merchant didn't know how to respond, because his two
statements could not both be true at the same time.

flan, ANEFEE AN : [T EE. | TR — B SER PR
MRFA AL

For example, Xiaomei often says to her friends: "I'm going to really save money these
days." But she keeps buying expensive clothes and bags.

X AR R AR FOR AR SR L T S R T, ik
X ) R AR R BR AR T AR R

The painter did not want to start over, so he added horse ears and hooves to the
original tiger painting, trying to make it look like both a horse and a tiger.



Q Answer From the passage

102 A fELARRRS, SRB F—K, JLTHEIINEE T —HEERZIE, DR, S8R Rz
WEHET T.
One day, the son encountered a real tiger in the wild and thought it was a horse, and as
a result, he was eaten by the tiger.

103 B AN, sd M —  mRIEFEME. ML DUR AT D TR R R A AR BT 5
Jefe o AT R EL A R

The painter was very regretful, and from then on, people used 'S5 EE' to describe
doing things carelessly or half-heartedly, which could lead to serious consequences.

110 A BPRRAAT, KR RHIEFIRE, KRFEAGEE B R, SRR A
XIEX R The sun was very strong, and everyone felt thirsty and tired, their bodies becoming
weaker and weaker.

1.2 C fBtarmEA— KA. fiRmEE: “Rgmi | FICH AL AE — KRR, BIEKW T &SRR
ILRFKERRRIMT - fOMET. SE3RA1E T IRE, MAEIZE R LT
He loudly said: 'Everyone, keep going! | remember there's a large plum grove not far
ahead, full of unripe tart plums. When we get there, we can eat the tart, juicy plums!'

11.3 A TEZSRIFHFIRRE BE, ATHBGE B ILERIEE: — A NEd R ELF R 2R A
AHC. o RIEAR RSB R
Now, people use the idiom 'gazing at plums to quench thirst' to describe how a person
consoles themselves by imagining something desirable, even if it hasn't happened yet.

121 B RFOWIAE P L2 £ AT HRET, WEHAERLE,

To see the prince again, she sought the sea witch.

122 A WEREAR T, TR REAR T, M.

LA HTE her tail became legs, but she could no longer speak.
123 C HAMABATET RTET, I MFEERPBR E, R RE AN, JFREL7
“Kill the prince, let his blood drip on your legs, and you can turn back into a mermaid
and live!”

From Literate Chinese, a free graded-reader app with 1,000+ stories (iOS and Android). Free to print and copy for personal and
classroom use. Also available in Traditional characters: https://literatelanguages.com/chinese/reading-
comprehension/worksheets/hsk-4-traditional.pdf



